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Abstract 

Introduction: Routine screening for intimate partner violence (IPV) is endorsed by 
numerous health professional organizations. Screening rates in health care settings, 
however, remain low. In this article, we present a review of studies focusing on provider-
specific barriers to screening for IPV and interventions designed to increase IPV 
screening in clinical settings.  

Methods: A review of published studies containing original research with a primary focus 
on screening for IPV by health professionals was completed.  

Results: Twelve studies identifying barriers to IPV screening as perceived by health care 
providers yielded similar lists; top provider-related barriers included lack of provider 
education regarding IPV, lack of time, and lack of effective interventions. Patient-related 
factors (e.g., patient nondisclosure, fear of offending the patient) were also frequently 
mentioned. Twelve additional studies evaluating interventions designed to increase IPV 
screening by providers revealed that interventions limited to education of providers had 
no significant effect on screening or identification rates. However, most interventions that 
incorporated strategies in addition to education (e.g., providing specific screening 
questions) were associated with significant increases in identification rates.  

Conclusion: Barriers to screening for IPV are documented to be similar among health 
care providers across diverse specialties and settings. Interventions designed to overcome 
these barriers and increase IPV-screening rates in health care settings are likely to be 
more effective if they include strategies in addition to provider education.  
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