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The following tables provide information about 600 drowning deaths that occurred in 

Virginia for the five year period between January 1, 1999 and December 31, 2003.  These deaths 

were investigated by The Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME) in the Commonwealth 

of Virginia.  The OCME investigates deaths that occur in Virginia (occurrent deaths).  OCME 

figures differ from those from the Virginia Center for Health Statistics, which reports deaths to 

all Virginia residents (resident deaths).   

Table 1:   Number and Rate of Drowning Deaths Investigated by the Office of the Chief  
  Medical Examiner, 1999-2003, by Year of Death. 

 
Year of Death Number Rate1, 2

1999 118 1.69 
2000 100 1.41 
2001 108 1.50 
2002 131 1.80 
2003 143 1.94 
Total 600  

 

                                                 
1 Rate was calculated per 100,000 of the population.   
2 Sources for population data used to calculate rates:  US Census Bureau 1999 Population 
Estimates 1999; US Census Bureau 2000 Population Estimates for 2000; US Census Bureau 
2001 Population Estimates for 2001; US Census Bureau 2002 Population Estimates for 2002; 
and US Census Bureau 2003 Population Estimates for 2003.   

 



Age Group 1999 Rate   2000 Rate 2001 Rate   2002 Rate 2003 Rate  Total Percentage
0 5 5.5   2 2.0 - -   3 3.0 2 2.0  12 2.0 
1-4 8 2.2   5 1.3 7 1.8   10 2.6 9 2.3   39 6.5
5-9 5 1.0   4 0.8 3 0.6   9 1.9 6 1.2   27 4.5
10-14 7 1.4   9 1.8 5 1.0   6 1.2 6 1.2   33 5.5
15-19 16 3.3   8 1.6 15 3.0   11 2.2 6 1.2   56 9.3
20-24 7 1.5   7 1.4 6 1.2   14 2.7 10 1.9   44 7.3
25-34 11 1.0   8 0.8 17 1.6   12 1.2 21 2.1   69 11.5
35-44 19 1.6   20 1.7 16 1.3   22 1.8 27 2.3   104 17.3
45-54 16 1.6   17 1.7 12 1.2   16 1.5 19 1.8   80 13.3
55-64 8 1.3   4 0.6 5 0.8   10 1.4 8 1.1   35 5.8
65-74 7 1.6   7 1.6 7 1.6   7 1.6 12 2.7   40 6.7
75-84 7 2.6   6 2.2 8 2.8   6 2.1 11 3.8   38 6.3
85 > 2 2.3   - - 3 3.2   5 5.2 5 5.0   15 2.5
Unknown - -   3 - 4 -   - - 1 -   8 1.3

Total 118 1.7   100 1.4 108 1.5   131 1.8 143 1.9   600 100.0

Table 2:   Number, Rate and Percentage of Drowning Deaths Investigated by the Office 
of the Chief Medical Examiner, 1999-2003, by Age at Time of Death. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
Table 3:   Number and Percentage of Drowning Deaths Investigated by the Office of  
  the Chief Medical Examiner, 1999 - 2003, by Sex  
 

Gender 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 Total Percentage
Male 92 83 88 98 115 476 79.3 
Female 26 17 20 33 28 124 20.7 
Total 118 100 108 131 143 600 100.0 

 
 
 
 
 
Table 4:   Number, Rate and Percentage of Drowning Deaths Investigated by the Office 

of the Chief Medical Examiner, 1999 - 2003, by Race/Ethnicity  
 

Race 1999 Rate 2000 Rate 2001 Rate 2002 Rate 2003 Rate Total Percentage
White 74 1.5 56 1.1 58 1.1 76 1.5 92 1.8 356 59.3 
Black 38 2.7 37 2.7 38 2.6 44 3.0 37 2.6 194 32.3 
Hispanic 2 0.7 4 1.2 7 1.9 8 2.1 5 1.3 26 4.3 
Other 4 1.4 3 0.7 5 1.3 3 0.8 9 2.1 24 4.1 
Total 118 1.7 100 1.4 108 1.5 131 1.8 143 1.9 600 100.0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 5:   Number and Percentage of Drowning Deaths Investigated by the Office of  
  the Chief Medical Examiner, 1999 - 2003, by Manner of Death 
 

Manner of Death 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 Total Percentage
Accident 106 82 96 108 121 513 85.5 
Homicide 2 - 1 5 - 8 1.3 
Suicide 9 12 8 14 19 62 10.3 
Undetermined 1 6 3 4 3 17 2.9 
Total 118 100 108 131 143 600 100.0 

 



 

 
 
 
 
Table 6:   Number and Percentage of Drowning Deaths Investigated by the Office of  
  the Chief Medical Examiner, 1999 - 2003, by Month of Death 
 
Month of Death 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 Total Percentage
January 4 6 6 6 10 32 5.3 
February 6 1 4 2 6 19 3.2 
March 5 6 5 3 12 31 5.2 
April 9 5 9 4 14 41 6.8 
May 19 15 12 14 12 72 12.0 
June 15 9 16 17 13 70 11.7 
July 20 21 16 25 25 107 17.8 
August 17 13 16 22 20 88 14.6 
September 10 10 9 13 15 57 9.5 
October 2 8 9 14 6 39 6.5 
November 8 4 4 5 7 28 4.7 
December 3 2 2 6 3 16 2.7 
Total 118 100 108 131 143 600 100.0 

 

 
 
Table 7:   Number and Percentage of Drowning Deaths Investigated by the Office of  
  the Chief Medical Examiner, 1999 - 2003, by Premise of Injury  
 

Premise of Injury 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 Total Percentage
River 32 26 25 35 37 155 25.8 
Home 16 24 17 22 25 104 17.3 
Lake 20 15 13 19 11 78 13.0 
Swimming Pool 9 7 8 10 9 43 7.2 
Street/Roadway/Highway 7 3 5 3 7 25 4.2 
Ocean 5 5 6 6 1 23 3.8 
Pond - 1 3 6 9 19 3.2 
Bay 2 2 1 4 5 14 2.3 
Other 27 17 30 26 39 139 23.2 
Total 118 100 108 131 143 600 100 

 



 

Table 8:   Number and Percentage of Drowning Deaths Investigated by the Office of  
  the Chief Medical Examiner, 1999 - 2003, by Jurisdiction of Injury  

(arranged in descending order of counts) 
 
Jurisdiction of Injury 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 Total Percentage 
VIRGINIA BEACH 7 8 11 15 10 51 8.5 
NORFOLK 6 6 6 18 4 40 6.7 
FAIRFAX  3 3 3 4 11 24 4.0 
RICHMOND CITY 3 3 4 2 8 20 3.3 
NEWPORT NEWS 3 3 4 5 4 19 3.2 
HENRICO  2 1 6 3 6 18 3.0 
CHESAPEAKE 4 3 2 2 3 14 2.3 
PRINCE WILLIAM  - 3 5 2 4 14 2.3 
SUFFOLK 3 3 2 - 6 14 2.3 
CHESTERFIELD  6 - 2 3 2 13 2.2 
BEDFORD  4 4 2 2 - 12 2.0 
MECKLENBURG  2 3 1 2 3 11 1.8 
PORTSMOUTH 3 4 1 1 1 10 1.7 
ROCKINGHAM  - 1 3 2 4 10 1.7 
BUCHANAN  2 1 - 2 4 9 1.5 
OUT OF STATE 2 3 1 2 1 9 1.5 
ROANOKE  1 3 1 - 4 9 1.5 
STAFFORD  - 2 3 1 3 9 1.5 
AUGUSTA  1 3 3 - 1 8 1.3 
NORTHAMPTON  2 1 1 1 3 8 1.3 
APPOMATTOX  2 - 1 2 2 7 1.2 
GILES  3 - 1 1 2 7 1.2 
HAMPTON 2 3 - 1 1 7 1.2 
LYNCHBURG 1 1 1 3 1 7 1.2 
ACCOMACK - 2 2 - 2 6 1.0 
JAMES CITY  - 1 2 3 - 6 1.0 
PITTSYLVANIA  1 - 1 2 2 6 1.0 
SURRY  - - - 4 2 6 1.0 
WARREN  1 1 1 2 1 6 1.0 
WASHINGTON  2 1 1 1 1 6 1.0 
ALBEMARLE  1 - - 2 2 5 0.8 
AMHERST  3 - 2 - - 5 0.8 
FRANKLIN  3 1 - - 1 5 0.8 
ISLE OF WIGHT 1 1 - 2 1 5 0.8 
LANCASTER  2 - 1 1 1 5 0.8 
LOUDOUN  3 - 2 - - 5 0.8 
MONTGOMERY 2 1 1 - 1 5 0.8 
ORANGE  2 1 - 1 1 5 0.8 
ROANOKE CITY 1 - 1 1 2 5 0.8 
UNKNOWN - 1 1 - 3 5 0.8 
BRUNSWICK  - 2 1 1 - 4 0.7 
CAMPBELL  1 1 - - 2 4 0.7 
CAROLINE  - 1 - 3 - 4 0.7 
DINWIDDIE  1 - 2 - 1 4 0.7 
ESSEX  3 1 - - - 4 0.7 
GLOUCESTER  1 - 1 1 1 4 0.7 
HARRISONBURG - 2 - - 2 4 0.7 
HENRY  2 1 - - 1 4 0.7 



 

Jurisdiction of Injury 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 Total Percentage 
LOUISA  1 - 1 2 - 4 0.7 
MIDDLESEX  1 - 1 1 1 4 0.7 
NELSON  2 1 - 1 - 4 0.7 
PAGE  - - 1 1 2 4 0.7 
PRINCE GEORGE  1 2 - 1 - 4 0.7 
ROCKBRIDGE  - 1 1 1 1 4 0.7 
SPOTSYLVANIA  1 2 - 1 - 4 0.7 
WINCHESTER CITY - - 1 3 - 4 0.7 
ALEXANDRIA CITY - - 1 1 1 3 0.5 
ARLINGTON - - 1 - 2 3 0.5 
CARROLL  2 - 1 - - 3 0.5 
CHARLES CITY  1 - - 1 1 3 0.5 
CULPEPER  - - 2 - 1 3 0.5 
DANVILLE - 1 1 - 1 3 0.5 
HALIFAX  - - - 3 - 3 0.5 
KING GEORGE  1 - - 2 - 3 0.5 
MATHEWS  - 1 1 - 1 3 0.5 
NORTHUMBERLAND 1 1 1 - - 3 0.5 
PETERSBURG CITY 1 1 - 1 - 3 0.5 
PULASKI  2 - 1 - - 3 0.5 
RUSSELL - - - 1 2 3 0.5 
SOUTHAMPTON  1 - 1 1 - 3 0.5 
TAZEWELL  1 - - 1 1 3 0.5 
WISE  1 1 - 1 - 3 0.5 
AMELIA  - - 2 - - 2 0.3 
BOTETOURT  - 1 - 1 - 2 0.3 
CLARKE  - - - 1 1 2 0.3 
COVINGTON 1 - 1 - - 2 0.3 
DICKENSON  1 - - 1 - 2 0.3 
EMPORIA CITY - - - 1 1 2 0.3 
FREDERICK  - - 1 1 - 2 0.3 
GRAYSON  1 1 - - - 2 0.3 
GREENSVILLE  - - - - 2 2 0.3 
HANOVER  1 - - - 1 2 0.3 
MANASSAS CITY - - 1 - 1 2 0.3 
PRINCE EDWARD 1 1 - - - 2 0.3 
SCOTT  - - 1 1 - 2 0.3 
SHENANDOAH 1 - 1 - - 2 0.3 
YORK  1 1 - - - 2 0.3 
BEDFORD CITY - - 1 - - 1 0.2 
BLAND  - - - - 1 1 0.2 
BUCKINGHAM  - 1 - - - 1 0.2 
CHARLOTTE  - - - 1 - 1 0.2 
COLONIAL HEIGHTS CITY - 1 - - - 1 0.2 
FAIRFAX CITY 1 - - - - 1 0.2 
FLOYD  - - - - 1 1 0.2 
FREDERICKSBURG CITY - - 1 - - 1 0.2 
KING & QUEEN  - - - - 1 1 0.2 
KING WILLIAM  - - - 1 - 1 0.2 
LEE  - - - - 1 1 0.2 
MADISON  - 1 - - - 1 0.2 
NEW KENT  - - 1 - - 1 0.2 



 

Jurisdiction of Injury 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 Total Percentage 
NOTTOWAY  - - - - 1 1 0.2 
RADFORD 1 - - - - 1 0.2 
SALEM - - - - 1 1 0.2 
SMYTH  - 1 - - - 1 0.2 
STAUNTON CITY - - - - 1 1 0.2 
SUSSEX  - - - - 1 1 0.2 
WESTMORELAND  - 1 - - - 1 0.2 
WILLIAMSBURG CITY - - - 1 - 1 0.2 
WYTHE  - - - 1 - 1 0.2 

Total 118 100 108 131 143 600 100.0 
 



 

Table 9:   Number and Percentage of Drowning Deaths Investigated by the Office of  
  the Chief Medical Examiner, 1999 - 2003, by Jurisdiction of Injury  

(arranged in alphabetical order for jurisdiction) 
 

Jurisdiction of Injury 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 Total Percentage 
ACCOMACK - 2 2 - 2 6 1.0 
ALBEMARLE  1 - - 2 2 5 0.8 
ALEXANDRIA CITY - - 1 1 1 3 0.5 
AMELIA  - - 2 - - 2 0.3 
AMHERST  3 - 2 - - 5 0.8 
APPOMATTOX  2 - 1 2 2 7 1.2 
ARLINGTON - - 1 - 2 3 0.5 
AUGUSTA  1 3 3 - 1 8 1.3 
BEDFORD CITY - - 1 - - 1 0.2 
BEDFORD  4 4 2 2 - 12 2.0 
BLAND  - - - - 1 1 0.2 
BOTETOURT  - 1 - 1 - 2 0.3 
BRUNSWICK  - 2 1 1 - 4 0.7 
BUCHANAN  2 1 - 2 4 9 1.5 
BUCKINGHAM  - 1 - - - 1 0.2 
CAMPBELL  1 1 - - 2 4 0.7 
CAROLINE  - 1 - 3 - 4 0.7 
CARROLL  2 - 1 - - 3 0.5 
CHARLES CITY  1 - - 1 1 3 0.5 
CHARLOTTE  - - - 1 - 1 0.2 
CHESAPEAKE 4 3 2 2 3 14 2.3 
CHESTERFIELD  6 - 2 3 2 13 2.2 
CLARKE  - - - 1 1 2 0.3 
COLONIAL HEIGHTS CITY - 1 - - - 1 0.2 
COVINGTON 1 - 1 - - 2 0.3 
CULPEPER  - - 2 - 1 3 0.5 
DANVILLE - 1 1 - 1 3 0.5 
DICKENSON  1 - - 1 - 2 0.3 
DINWIDDIE  1 - 2 - 1 4 0.7 
EMPORIA CITY - - - 1 1 2 0.3 
ESSEX  3 1 - - - 4 0.7 
FAIRFAX CITY 1 - - - - 1 0.2 
FAIRFAX  3 3 3 4 11 24 4.0 
FLOYD  - - - - 1 1 0.2 
FRANKLIN  3 1 - - 1 5 0.8 
FREDERICK  - - 1 1 - 2 0.3 
FREDERICKSBURG CITY - - 1 - - 1 0.2 
GILES  3 - 1 1 2 7 1.2 
GLOUCESTER  1 - 1 1 1 4 0.7 
GRAYSON  1 1 - - - 2 0.3 
GREENSVILLE  - - - - 2 2 0.3 
HALIFAX  - - - 3 - 3 0.5 
HAMPTON 2 3 - 1 1 7 1.2 
HANOVER  1 - - - 1 2 0.3 
HARRISONBURG - 2 - - 2 4 0.7 
HENRICO  2 1 6 3 6 18 3.0 
HENRY  2 1 - - 1 4 0.7 
ISLE OF WIGHT 1 1 - 2 1 5 0.8 



 

Jurisdiction of Injury 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 Total Percentage 
JAMES CITY  - 1 2 3 - 6 1.0 
KING & QUEEN  - - - - 1 1 0.2 
KING GEORGE  1 - - 2 - 3 0.5 
KING WILLIAM  - - - 1 - 1 0.2 
LANCASTER  2 - 1 1 1 5 0.8 
LEE  - - - - 1 1 0.2 
LOUDOUN  3 - 2 - - 5 0.8 
LOUISA  1 - 1 2 - 4 0.7 
LYNCHBURG 1 1 1 3 1 7 1.2 
MADISON  - 1 - - - 1 0.2 
MANASSAS CITY - - 1 - 1 2 0.3 
MATHEWS  - 1 1 - 1 3 0.5 
MECKLENBURG  2 3 1 2 3 11 1.8 
MIDDLESEX  1 - 1 1 1 4 0.7 
MONTGOMERY 2 1 1 - 1 5 0.8 
NELSON  2 1 - 1 - 4 0.7 
NEW KENT  - - 1 - - 1 0.2 
NEWPORT NEWS 3 3 4 5 4 19 3.2 
NORFOLK 6 6 6 18 4 40 6.7 
NORTHAMPTON  2 1 1 1 3 8 1.3 
NORTHUMBERLAND 1 1 1 - - 3 0.5 
NOTTOWAY  - - - - 1 1 0.2 
ORANGE  2 1 - 1 1 5 0.8 
OUT OF STATE 2 3 1 2 1 9 1.5 
PAGE  - - 1 1 2 4 0.7 
PETERSBURG CITY 1 1 - 1 - 3 0.5 
PITTSYLVANIA  1 - 1 2 2 6 1.0 
PORTSMOUTH 3 4 1 1 1 10 1.7 
PRINCE EDWARD 1 1 - - - 2 0.3 
PRINCE GEORGE  1 2 - 1 - 4 0.7 
PRINCE WILLIAM  - 3 5 2 4 14 2.3 
PULASKI  2 - 1 - - 3 0.5 
RADFORD 1 - - - - 1 0.2 
RICHMOND CITY 3 3 4 2 8 20 3.3 
ROANOKE CITY 1 - 1 1 2 5 0.8 
ROANOKE  1 3 1 - 4 9 1.5 
ROCKBRIDGE  - 1 1 1 1 4 0.7 
ROCKINGHAM  - 1 3 2 4 10 1.7 
RUSSELL - - - 1 2 3 0.5 
SALEM - - - - 1 1 0.2 
SCOTT  - - 1 1 - 2 0.3 
SHENANDOAH 1 - 1 - - 2 0.3 
SMYTH  - 1 - - - 1 0.2 
SOUTHAMPTON  1 - 1 1 - 3 0.5 
SPOTSYLVANIA  1 2 - 1 - 4 0.7 
STAFFORD  - 2 3 1 3 9 1.5 
STAUNTON CITY - - - - 1 1 0.2 
SUFFOLK 3 3 2 - 6 14 2.3 
SURRY  - - - 4 2 6 1.0 
SUSSEX  - - - - 1 1 0.2 
TAZEWELL  1 - - 1 1 3 0.5 
UNKNOWN - 1 1 - 3 5 0.8 



 

Jurisdiction of Injury 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 Total Percentage 
VIRGINIA BEACH 7 8 11 15 10 51 8.5 
WARREN  1 1 1 2 1 6 1.0 
WASHINGTON  2 1 1 1 1 6 1.0 
WESTMORELAND  - 1 - - - 1 0.2 
WILLIAMSBURG CITY - - - 1 - 1 0.2 
WINCHESTER CITY - - 1 3 - 4 0.7 
WISE  1 1 - 1 - 3 0.5 
WYTHE  - - - 1 - 1 0.2 
YORK  1 1 - - - 2 0.3 

Total 118 100 108 131 143 600 100.0 
 
  
 
Table 10:   Number and Percentage of Drowning Deaths Investigated by the Office of  
  the Chief Medical Examiner, 1999 - 2003, by Alcohol Findings at Death 
 
Toxicology studies in approximately one-third of drowning deaths (32.67%) revealed a positive 
blood alcohol.  Toxicology studies were either negative or not performed in the other two-thirds 
of cases.   
 

Blood Alcohol Percentage Frequency Percent 
.01-.07 72 12.00 
.08-.09 13 2.17 
.10-.19 43 7.17 
.20-.29 44 7.33 
.30-.39 22 3.67 
.40-.49 2 0.33 
Total 196 32.67 

 
 
Table 11:   Number of Drowning Deaths Investigated by the Office of the Chief Medical 

Examiner, 1999 – 2003, by Age Group and Alcohol Findings at Death 
 

Age Group .01-.07 .08-.09 .10-.19 .20-.29 .30-.39 .40-.49 Total 
0 1 - - - - - 1 
1-4 2 - - - - - 2 
10-14 3 - - - - - 3 
15-19 7 1 3 2 - - 13 
20-24 6 2 4 6 2 - 20 
25-34 11 2 9 8 4 - 34 
35-44 15 5 17 12 3 1 53 
45-54 16 3 3 10 10 - 42 
55-64 4 - 3 1 1 1 10 
65-74 5 - 2 3 2 - 12 
75-84 2 - 2 1 - - 5 
Unknown - - - 1 - - 1 

Total 72 13 43 44 22 2 196 
 



 

 
 
Table 12:   Number of Drowning Deaths Investigated by the Office of  
  the Chief Medical Examiner, 1999 - 2003, by Race/Ethnicity and Jurisdiction  
  of Injury 
 

Jurisdiction of Injury White Black Hispanic Other Total 
ACCOMACK 5 1 - - 6 
ALBEMARLE  2 1 1 1 5 
ALEXANDRIA CITY - 1 2 - 3 
AMELIA  2 - - - 2 
AMHERST  4 1 - - 5 
APPOMATTOX  3 4 - - 7 
ARLINGTON 1 - - 2 3 
AUGUSTA  6 2 - - 8 
BEDFORD CITY 1 - - - 1 
BEDFORD  11 1 - - 12 
BLAND 1 - - - 1 
BOTETOURT  2 - - - 2 
BRUNSWICK 2 2 - - 4 
BUCHANAN  9 - - - 9 
BUCKINGHAM  - 1 - - 1 
CAMPBELL  3 1 - - 4 
CAROLINE  3 - 1 - 4 
CARROLL  3 - - - 3 
CHARLES CITY  1 2 - - 3 
CHARLOTTE  - 1 - - 1 
CHESAPEAKE 8 5 - 1 14 
CHESTERFIELD  10 1 2 - 13 
CLARKE  1 - 1 - 2 
COLONIAL HEIGHTS CITY - 1 - - 1 
COVINGTON 2 - - - 2 
CULPEPER  1 1 1 - 3 
DANVILLE - 3 - - 3 
DICKENSON  2 - - - 2 
DINWIDDIE  2 1 1 - 4 
EMPORIA CITY 1 1 - - 2 
ESSEX  1 3 - - 4 
FAIRFAX CITY 1 - - - 1 
FAIRFAX  15 1 3 5 24 
FLOYD  1 - - - 1 
FRANKLIN  4 1 - - 5 
FREDERICK  2 - - - 2 
FREDERICKSBURG CITY - - 1 - 1 
GILES  6 1 - - 7 
GLOUCESTER  2 2 - - 4 
GRAYSON  2 - - - 2 
GREENSVILLE  1 1 - - 2 
HALIFAX  - 3 - - 3 
HAMPTON 2 5 - - 7 
HANOVER  1 1 - - 2 
HARRISONBURG 3 - - 1 4 
HENRICO  5 10 2 1 18 



 

Jurisdiction of Injury White Black Hispanic Other Total 
HENRY  4 - - - 4 
ISLE OF WIGHT 1 3 1 - 5 
JAMES CITY  1 2 1 2 6 
KING & QUEEN  1 - - - 1 
KING GEORGE  3 - - - 3 
KING WILLIAM  1 - - - 1 
LANCASTER  4 1 - - 5 
LEE  1 - - - 1 
LOUDOUN  2 2 1 - 5 
LOUISA  1 3 - - 4 
LYNCHBURG 1 5 1 - 7 
MADISON  1 - - - 1 
MANASSAS CITY 1 - 1 - 2 
MATHEWS  2 1 - - 3 
MECKLENBURG  5 5 - 1 11 
MIDDLESEX  4 - - - 4 
MONTGOMERY  5 - - - 5 
NELSON  4 - - - 4 
NEW KENT  1 - - - 1 
NEWPORT NEWS 5 13 1 - 19 
NORFOLK 16 23 - 1 40 
NORTHAMPTON  7 1 - - 8 
NORTHUMBERLAND  1 2 - - 3 
NOTTOWAY  - 1 - - 1 
ORANGE 3 2 - - 5 
OUT OF STATE 9 - - - 9 
PAGE  4 - - - 4 
PETERSBURG CITY 1 2 - - 3 
PITTSYLVANIA  5 1 - - 6 
PORTSMOUTH 3 7 - - 10 
PRINCE EDWARD  1 1 - - 2 
PRINCE GEORGE  2 1 - 1 4 
PRINCE WILLIAM  7 3 2 2 14 
PULASKI  3 - - - 3 
RADFORD 1 - - - 1 
RICHMOND CITY 9 11 - - 20 
ROANOKE CITY 3 1 - 1 5 
ROANOKE  8 1 - - 9 
ROCKBRIDGE  4 - - - 4 
ROCKINGHAM  9 1 - - 10 
RUSSELL  3 - - - 3 
SALEM 1 - - - 1 
SCOTT  2 - - - 2 
SHENANDOAH  2 - - - 2 
SMYTH  - 1 - - 1 
SOUTHAMPTON  - 3 - - 3 
SPOTSYLVANIA  3 1 - - 4 
STAFFORD  4 3 2 - 9 
STAUNTON CITY 1 - - - 1 
SUFFOLK 5 9 - - 14 
SURRY  3 3 - - 6 
SUSSEX  1 - - - 1 



 

Jurisdiction of Injury White Black Hispanic Other Total 
TAZEWELL  2 1 - - 3 
UNKNOWN 1 2 - 2 5 
VIRGINIA BEACH 33 16 - 2 51 
WARREN  4 - 1 1 6 
WASHINGTON  6 - - - 6 
WESTMORELAND  - 1 - - 1 
WILLIAMSBURG CITY 1 - - - 1 
WINCHESTER CITY 4 - - - 4 
WISE  3 - - - 3 
WYTHE  1 - - - 1 
YORK  - 2 - - 2 
Total 356 194 26 24 600 

 
 
 
 
 



Table 13:   Number of Drowning Deaths Investigated by the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner, 1999 - 2003, by  
  Age Group and Jurisdiction of Injury 
 
 

Jurisdiction of Injury
 

              
              

0 1-4 5-9 10-14 15-19 20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75-84 85-94 Unknown
 

Total
ACCOMACK - - 1 - - - - 2 - - 1 2 - - 6
ALBEMARLE                 

                
               

                 
                 

               
                 

                
               
               

                 
                 

                 
                 

               
                 

                 
                 

                
                

                 
               

                
               

                 
                

                 
                 

                
               

- - - - - 1 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 - 5
ALEXANDRIA CITY

  
- - - - - 1 - 1 1 - - - - - 3

AMELIA - - - - - - - - - - 2 - - - 2
AMHERST - - - 1 2 - - 1 - - 1 - - - 5
APPOMATTOX

 
- - - - 4 - - 1 - 1 - - 1 - 7

ARLINGTON - - - - - - - - - 1 1 - 1 - 3
AUGUSTA - - - 1 2 - - - 2 1 - 2 - - 8
BEDFORD CITY

  
- - - - - - - - - 1 - - - - 1

BEDFORD
  

1 1 - - 1 - 4 2 2 - - 1 - - 12
BLAND - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - 1
BOTETOURT - - - - - - - 2 - - - - - - 2
BRUNSWICK - - - - - 1 - 1 1 - 1 - - - 4
BUCHANAN - 3 - - 2 1 1 1 - - - - 1 - 9
BUCKINGHAM

  
- - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - 1

CAMPBELL - - - - - - - 2 2 - - - - - 4
CAROLINE - - 1 - - 1 - - 1 - - - 1 - 4
CARROLL - - - 1 - 1 1 - - - - - - - 3
CHARLES CITY

 
- - - - - - 1 2 - - - - - - 3

CHARLOTTE - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - - 1
CHESAPEAKE - 1 3 1 - 1 - 3 2 1 2 - - - 14
CHESTERFIELD

  
- 2 - 1 - 4 1 2 1 1 - 1 - - 13

CLARKE - - - - - 1 1 - - - - - - - 2
COLONIAL HEIGHTS CITY

 
- - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - 1

COVINGTON - 1 - - - - - - - - 1 - - - 2
CULPEPER - - - - 1 - - 2 - - - - - - 3
DANVILLE - - - - - - 1 1 - - 1 - - - 3
DICKENSON - - 1 - - - - - 1 - - - - - 2
DINWIDDIE - - - - - - 2 - - - 1 1 - - 4
EMPORIA CITY

  
- - - 1 - - - 1 - - - - - - 2

ESSEX - - - - 2 - 1 - 1 - - - - - 4

 



Jurisdiction of Injury
 

              
              

0 1-4 5-9 10-14 15-19 20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75-84 85-94 Unknown
 

Total
FAIRFAX CITY - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - - 1
FAIRFAX

 
  -               

                
                 

                 
                

               
                 

               
                 

               
                
                 

                
               

                
                

                
                 

                 
                 

               
               

                 
                

                
                

                
               

                 
               

                
               

                 
                

4 1 1 1 3 1 2 2 2 1 4 2 - 24
FLOYD - - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - 1
FRANKLIN - 1 - - - - 1 2 - 1 - - - - 5
FREDERICK - - - - 1 - 1 - - - - - - - 2
FREDERICKSBURG CITY

  
- - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - 1

GILES - - - - - - 3 2 1 - 1 - - - 7
GLOUCESTER

  
- - - - - - - 2 1 - - 1 - - 4

GRAYSON - - - - - - - - 1 - 1 - - - 2
GREENSVILLE

  
- - - - - - - 1 - - 1 - - - 2

HALIFAX - - 2 - - - - - - 1 - - - - 3
HAMPTON - - 1 - - 1 - 1 4 - - - - - 7
HANOVER - - - - - - - 1 1 - - - - - 2
HARRISONBURG

  
- - 1 2 - 1 - - - - - - - - 4

HENRICO
 

- - - 2 3 2 3 2 4 - 1 1 - - 18
HENRY - - - - - - - 2 - 1 - 1 - - 4
ISLE OF WIGHT

 
- - - - 1 - - 1 1 2 - - - - 5

JAMES CITY - 1 - 1 - - 3 - - - 1 - - - 6
KING & QUEEN - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - 1
KING GEORGE - - - - - - - 2 1 - - - - - 3
KING WILLIAM

  
- - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - 1

LANCASTER
  

- 1 - - 1 - 1 - 1 - - 1 - - 5
LEE - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - 1
LOUDOUN

 
- 1 2 - - 1 - - - - 1 - - - 5

LOUISA - - - - - 3 - 1 - - - - - - 4
LYNCHBURG

 
- - 1 2 - - 1 1 - 1 - 1 - - 7

MADISON - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - 1
MANASSAS CITY

  
- 1 - - - - 1 - - - - - - - 2

MATHEWS - - 1 - - - 1 - 1 - - - - - 3
MECKLENBURG

  
- - - 3 3 - - - 2 - 2 - 1 - 11

MIDDLESEX - - - - - 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 - - 4
MONTGOMERY

  
- - - 1 1 - 1 - - - 2 - - - 5

NELSON - 1 - - 1 - - 1 - 1 - - - - 4
NEW KENT - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - 1
NEWPORT NEWS 1 - - - 2 3 2 1 4 2 - 3 - 1 19

 



Jurisdiction of Injury
 

              
              

0 1-4 5-9 10-14 15-19 20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75-84 85-94 Unknown
 

Total
NORFOLK 2 3 1 3 1 1 2 6 11 4 1 4 - 1 40
NORTHAMPTON                 

                
               
               

    2            
               

                
               

                
                

                 
                 

               
                

                
                

               
                 
                 

               
                
                 

                
               

                 
                 

               
                

               
                 
                 

                 
                

                

- - - 1 - - - 4 1 1 - 1 - - 8
NORTHUMBERLAND

  
- - - - 1 - 2 - - - - - - - 3

NOTTOWAY
  

- - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - 1
ORANGE 1 3 - - - - - - - - - 1 - - 5
OUT OF STATE

  
1 2 - - 2 2 - - - - - - - 9

PAGE - - - - 1 - 3 - - - - - - - 4
PETERSBURG CITY

  
1 - - - 1 - - - 1 - - - - - 3

PITTSYLVANIA - - 1 - 1 - - 1 - - 1 1 1 - 6
PORTSMOUTH - - - - 1 - - 3 2 - - 1 1 2 10
PRINCE EDWARD - - - - 1 - - - - - 1 - - - 2
PRINCE GEORGE - - 1 - - - - - 2 - - 1 - - 4
PRINCE WILLIAM

  
- - - 2 4 2 1 1 3 1 - - - - 14

PULASKI - - - - - - 1 1 1 - - - - - 3
RADFORD - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - - 1
RICHMOND CITY 1 - - 1 4 2 3 4 1 - 1 - 1 2 20
ROANOKE CITY

  
1 - - - - 2 2 - - - - - - - 5

ROANOKE 1 1 3 - - - 1 - 2 1 - - - - 9
ROCKBRIDGE - - - - - 1 - 1 - - 1 1 - - 4
ROCKINGHAM

 
- - 1 - 1 1 1 3 2 - - - 1 - 10

RUSSELL - - - - - - - 3 - - - - - - 3
SALEM - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - 1
SCOTT - - - - - - - 1 - - - 1 - - 2
SHENANDOAH

  
- 1 - - 1 - - - - - - - - - 2

SMYTH - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - 1
SOUTHAMPTON - - 1 - 1 - - 1 - - - - - - 3
SPOTSYLVANIA

  
- 1 - 1 1 - - - - - - - - 1 4

STAFFORD - - - - 3 - 3 2 1 - - - - - 9
STAUNTON CITY

 
- - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - 1

SUFFOLK 2 2 - 1 - - - 3 - 2 2 1 1 - 14
SURRY - 1 - 1 - - - 1 1 1 - 1 - - 6
SUSSEX - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - 1
TAZEWELL - 1 - - - - 1 - - - 1 - - - 3
UNKNOWN - - - - - - 1 4 - - - - - - 5
VIRGINIA BEACH - 3 3 1 4 4 6 10 6 5 5 1 2 1 51

 



Jurisdiction of Injury
  

              
              

0 1-4 5-9 10-14 15-19 20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75-84 85-94 Unknown
 

Total
WARREN - - - - - - 2 2 1 - 1 - - - 6
WASHINGTON                 

                 
                

               
               

                 
                 

                

- - - 1 1 1 1 - 1 1 - - - - 6
WESTMORELAND - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - 1
WILLIAMSBURG CITY

 
- 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - 1

WINCHESTER CITY
  

- 2 - - 1 - - 1 - - - - - - 4
WISE - - - - - - - - 2 - - 1 - - 3
WYTHE - - - - - - - - - 1 - - - - 1
YORK - - - - - - - 1 1 - - - - - 2
Total 12 39 27 33 56 44 69 104 80 35 40 38 15 8 600

 
 
 
Table 14:   Number of Drowning Deaths Investigated by the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner, 1999 - 2003, by  
  Age Group and Month of Death 
 

Age Group
0 

           Nov Dec Total 
2 2 1 1 - 1 12 

Jan Feb
- 1 

Mar Apr
- 2 

May Jun Jul
- 2 

Aug Sep Oct

1-4 1 3 3 3 5 4 1 7 5 3 4 - 39 
5-9 3 1 - 1 3 4 8 5 2 - - - 27 
10-14 3 1 - 2 1 6 8 8 1 2 - 1 33 
15-19 2 1 3 2 6 12 11 8 3 5 1 2 56 
20-24 1 - 5 - 5 5 12 6 4 3 3 - 44 
25-34 4 7 1 7 7 9 15 11 2 4 2 - 69 
35-44 7 3 6 5 15 12 20 17 8 4 2 5 104 
45-54 4 2 4 7 16 5 8 13 13 2 4 2 80 
55-64 2 - 2 2 1 4 5 1 5 7 5 1 35 
65-74 3 - 3 4 4 1 3 5 8 5 2 2 40 
75-84 2 - 2 5 4 2 9 4 4 3 2 1 38 
85-94 - - 1 1 2 2 4 1 1 - 2 1 15 
Unknown - - 1 - 1 4 1 - - - 1 - 8 
Total 32 19 31 41 72 70 107 88 57 39 28 16 600 

 
 

 



 

 
 
Table 15:   Number of Drowning Deaths Investigated by the Office of the Chief Medical  
  Examiner, 1999 - 2003, by Age Group and Day of Death 
 

Age Group Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Total 
0 4 1 1 3 1 - 2 12 
1-4 7 4 7 5 5 5 6 39 
5-9 5 3 2 3 3 4 7 27 
10-14 8 4 3 2 5 2 9 33 
15-19 9 9 6 6 9 3 14 56 
20-24 6 13 3 5 3 5 9 44 
25-34 13 13 5 5 15 7 11 69 
35-44 23 12 12 9 13 10 25 104 
45-54 14 15 12 6 11 12 10 80 
55-64 4 4 6 1 8 7 5 35 
65-74 7 6 5 6 2 8 6 40 
75-84 7 6 5 8 3 4 5 38 
85-94 4 1 1 1 - 3 5 15 
Unknown 1 1 1 3 1 1 - 8 
Total 112 92 69 63 79 71 114 600 

 
 



 

Table 16:   Number of Drowning Deaths Investigated by the Office of the Chief Medical  
  Examiner, 1999 - 2003, by Age Group and Manner of Death 
 

 Accident Homicide Suicide Undetermined  
Age Group 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 Total 
0 3 - - 1 2 2 - - 2 - - - - - - - 2 - - - 12 
1-4 8 5 7 6 9 - - - 3 - - - - - - - - - 1 - 39 
5-9 5 4 3 9 6 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 27 
10-14 7 9 5 6 6 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 33 
15-19 15 7 15 10 6 - - - - - 1 1 - - - - - - 1 - 56 
20-24 6 7 6 11 9 - - - - - - - - 2 1 1 - - 1 - 44 
25-34 11 7 14 12 18 - - - - - - 1 2 - 2 - - 1 - 1 69 
35-44 16 13 12 19 20 - - 1 - - 3 6 2 2 6 - 1 1 1 1 104 
45-54 14 15 10 12 17 - - - - - 2 - 2 4 2 - 2 - - - 80 
55-64 6 3 5 8 5 - - - - - 2 1 - 2 3 - - - - - 35 
65-74 7 6 6 4 9 - - - - - - 1 1 3 3 - - - - - 40 
75-84 6 4 8 5 10 - - - - - 1 2 - 1 1 - - - - - 38 
85 + 2 - 2 5 4 - - - - - - - 1 - 1 - - - - - 15 
Unknown - 2 3 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 1 - 1 8 
Total 106 82 96 108 121 2 - 1 5 - 9 12 8 14 19 1 6 3 4 3 600 

 



 

Table 17:   Number of Drowning Deaths Investigated by the Office of the Chief Medical  
  Examiner, 1999 - 2003, by Age Group and Premise of Death 
 

 Bay Home Lake Ocean

Age Group 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 

0 - - - - - 5 2 - 1 2 - - - - - - - - - - 

1-4 - - - - - 4 3 4 6 5 - - - 1 - - - - - - 

5-9 - - - - - - 1 - 1 2 - - - - - 1 - - 1 - 

10-14 - - - - - 1 - - 1 - 2 2 - 1 1 - 1 2 1 - 

15-19 - - - - - - 1 2 - - 4 4 2 4 3 - - 1 - - 

20-24 - - - 1 - 1 - - - 2 1 1 1 6 1 - - - - - 

25-34 - - - - - - - 2 - - 2 1 3 5 2 2 1 - 1 - 

35-44 1 1 1 - 3 1 4 - 3 1 3 2 2 1 1 1 2 2 - - 

45-54 - 1 - 2 1 2 5 - 3 5 3 3 2 - - - 1 - 3 1 

55-64 1 - - 1 - - 2 2 2 3 3 - - - - 1 - - - - 

65-74 - - - - - 2 1 1 1 2 1 - 1 1 1 - - 1 - - 

75-84 - - - - 1 - 2 1 1 2 1 2 2 - 1 - - - - - 

85 + - - - - - - - 2 3 1 - - - - 1 - - - - - 

Unknown - - - - - - 3 3 - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Total 2 2 1 4 5 16 24 17 22 25 20 15 13 19 11 5 5 6 6 1 
 

 Pond River Street/Roadway/Highway Swimming Pool Other

Age Group 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 

0 - - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - 

1-4 - - - - - - - 1 1 - - - - - - 1 2 2 2 2 2 - - - 2 

5-9 - - 1 3 - - 2 - - - 1 - - - - 2 - 1 1 4 1 1 1 3 - 

10-14 - - - 1 1 3 2 - 1 1 1 - - - - 1 - 1 1 2 - 4 2 - 1 

15-19 - - - - - 6 2 1 2 2 - - 1 - 1 - 1 1 2 - 5 - 7 3 - 

20-24 - - - 1 - 1 3 3 1 3 1 1 - 1 - 1 1 1 1 - 3 1 1 3 4 

25-34 - - - - 1 4 5 7 1 7 - - 1 1 2 - 1 2 2 - 3 - 2 2 9 

35-44 - - - - 1 6 7 6 12 11 - 1 2 1 1 2 - - - - 5 3 3 5 9 

45-54 - - - - - 6 2 3 4 4 - - 1 - 1 1 2 - - 1 1 3 6 4 6 

55-64 - 1 - 1 1 1 - - 6 2 3 - - - 1 - - - - - 2 1 3 - 1 

65-74 - - 2 - 1 2 3 1 1 2 - 1 - - 1 - - - 1 - 2 2 1 3 5 

75-84 - - - - 3 3 - 2 4 3 - - - - - - - - - - 2 2 3 1 1 

85 + - - - - 1 - - - 1 1 1 - - - - 1 - - - - 1 - 1 1 1 

Unknown - - - - - - - 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Total - 1 3 6 9 32 26 25 35 37 7 3 5 3 7 9 7 8 10 9 27 17 30 26 39 
 


